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The report of the Select Connditiee appointed by the 
Leyistature during the last session to investigate, ete.,, las, 


tovether with the whole proceedings of the investigation 


and minuets and orders in council, been printed, and) 


throug rhthe kindness of Mr. W.C. Wells we are favored 
With a copy. 


The entire report is very voluminous, teo much so, of 


course, to be given to any extent in detain but in order that | 


the vist orsaliont features of it may be more readily grasp- 
ed we have extracted from it what may serve as a synopsis, 


sufficient for the purpose, 


Fora better understanding of the matter it is necessary 


toreferto the British Columbian Southern Railway land 
yrant. This road was originally incorporated as the Crows 
Nest & Kootenay Lake Railway in Pses, and by the Pail- 

Aid Act of 1890 was entitled to a grant of 20,000 acres 
per mnile—in all 8,600,600 acres, This subsidy was exten] 
ed tothe B.C Southern, being the same company. The 
main provisions of the grant were that it should be taken 
vp in alternate blocks, havine a frontage on either side of 
the railway of 20 miles, with a depth of 32 miles; provision 
being made for deficiency lands in case the alternate block 
did not suflee—that is to say: the company, with the con- 
sent of the Governrient, could select other lands in the 
distriet for any deticieney, 

A reserve was placed upon what is now described as 
block 4593, known as the eoal and oil land blocks, for the 
purpose of B.C. Southern subsidy. Tn the selection of its 
lands this company saw fit to take as its initial or first 
bloeke the ones immediately west and adjoining the oil 
Jands, numbered 4588 and 4589, and given to the 
(‘yows Nest Coal Company in settlement of the Southern 


charters and subsidies. Vhis first selection would 4 Pp! reclude 


the company of its right, adhering to the raahee princi-| 


pleas provided by the Subsidy Act, to afterwards take the 


two bloeks 4508 and 4904, over which the who difficulty 


ln Deeember, 1900, however, a settlement was made 


with the Government giying the S 


t g muthern coms pany these 
two blocks as defi *y dands--inaking a saving as to acea 
of 157,000 acres. Tt should be here stated that this settle- 
ment was with the Canadian Pacifie Railway Company, it 
having acquired the charters of the Southern with all its 
yielit ling Jand subsidies. Ju acquiring this charter, 


however, an agreement was mnude hy which if the ©, EB Kt 
it 


Janus in settlenienb of its 


: oe ) 
maul company Would be eutitled 


vis agreement it appears is what lead or induced the 

i R neel its settlement th the Government, by! 

\N ch as RLS 1 bloek $505 and 4594, and ac jedi them 
is part of the ( imMbia & Western subsidy, also o 1 by 
the ( }? Cie | 1 | s Wil ua H t yohiv thon to the ¢ 

\ Npart frou this very questionable feature of the trans- 

ction, the (, P.R. was ae ring two blocks of land 


eontaining GOOOCQ acres. entire ly at vVarianee with the 


arae tis ent 4 4 : ¢ \ ' } } 
Provision f the Columbia i Western Jand subsidy, mak- 


ayia Tey Ptenn PRA errios Eersire igen ah 
MNy il compusory that that its selection of land should 


contivuons to the line of 4 


So that we have the two p mninent facts, viz 
Hep e erty ; , ; 
i? Croverhiine Was adilenatiog two valuable bioeks of 
Jand, first outside of its obligation to er the B.( pth 
ern or Cotumbia & Western, ay y forthe obvious 
ose, as it tu lout to Se BFL yas owe Werte + a er 
Obyinte its derecnrent with the ¢ ys Nest Coal company 


pnd by so doing defraud (hat company of LO0Q00 acres of 
g ai eled < oul Janes 


The eV) lence ind report wily ws ti t j wae thy) 
1} it was (i 


t cular feature of the trausation 
totake his stand ayainest the final « 
toansaction., The settlement uppears to lias 
vn’ during his abseenee from: the 


Atreuest, O01, | tween Mr. t iad, Yas , VON WAY ef 2s rk 
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